FULL SCORE

Setting on a Polish Hymn

Mizerna, cicha

Jan Gall
Arranged by Quincy Hilliard

Lyrics in original hymn by Teofil Lenartowicz
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1-FULL SCORE
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6-1st CLARINET in Bb
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Program Notes

Mizerna, cicha is a popular traditional hymn used during holiday celebrations in Poland. The best-known
version of the melody was composed by Jan Gall sometime around 1900. The lyrics are accredited to
Teofil Lenartowicz in 1849. Dr. Hilliard extends his heartfelt thanks to Dr. William Plummer for his
research and assistance in providing information about the hymn.

About the Arranger

Quincy C. Hilliard’s compositions for wind band are published by several major music publishers and
are often performed throughout the world where there are wind bands of the British-American
instrumentation. Coty (clarinet and piano) was included on a Grammy-nominated recording. He has
received two Global Music Awards in recognition of his work as a composer. He has written for the
documentary film The Texas Rangers, the 1996 Atlanta Olympic Games, and a work in celebration of the
bicentennial of Abraham Lincoln’s birth (a Library of Congress commission).

Performance Suggestions

To best set up the tempo changes that give the work variety, the opening should be played in a spirited and
uplifting fashion. The subsequent faster passages should be light and playful in nature. The slower
passages should be lyrical and with a sustained beauty of tone. Conductors may choose to use fewer, or
even solo, instruments at measure 10. Maintain breath support to the ends of phrases, especially for the
soft ending of this lovely work.



Music by Jan Gall

Lyrics by Teofil Lenartowicz
arranged Quincy Hilliard (ASCAP)
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